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SUBJECT: MPA REACTION TO SADAT/HUSSEIN MEETING AND ASSAD'S TIME 
INTERVIEW 

1 . IN A DISCUSSION JANUARY 19 YAEL VERED, DIRECTOR OP 
MIDDLE EASTERN APPAIRS AT THE MPA, SAID THAT THE STATE- 
MENT ISSUED AT THE CONCLUSION OP THE SADAT-HUSSEIN 
MEETING MEANS THAT SADAT HAS RECOGNIZED THAT JORDAN 
MUST BE INCLUDED IN THE ARAB PEACE DEFENSIVE. BY HIS 
AGREEMENT TO THE ASWAN STATEMENT HUSSEIN HAS ENSURED 
JORDAN'S RE-ENTRY AS A PARTICIPANT IN ANY PUTURE NEGO- 
TIATIONS. 

2. VERED BELIEVED THAT SADAT GAINED MORE THAN HUSSEIN 
IN THEIR DISCUSSIONS: HIS POSITION AS THE ARAB LEADER 
WHO SETS THE TONE POR NEGOTIATIONS WAS REINPORCED. 

HUSSEIN ACCEPTED,AT LEAST IN A PRO-PORMA WAY, 

A REITERATION OP THE RABAT POSITION THAT THE PLO 
IS THE SOLE REPRESENTATIVE OP THE PALESTINIANS. 

VERED WENT ON TO SAY THAT WHILE IT IS POSSIBLE THAT 
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SADAT WAS ATTEMPTING TO CREATE A RIFT BETWEEN JORDAN 
AND SYRIA, WHAT THE TWO LEADERS APPARENTLY WERE 
TRYING TO DO WAS TO FIND A FORMULA WHICH KEEPS OPEN 
THE OPTION OF A PALESTINIAN STATE AS WELL AS THE 
OPTION OF A CONNECTION BETWEEN THAT STATE AND JORDAN. 

EM SPEAKING ON ASSAD'S TIME INTERVIEW.VERED COM- 
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PARED HIS STATEMENT THERE THAT 1977 WILL NOT BE A 
YEAR OE DECISION, BUT ONLY THE BEGINNING OE THE PRO- 
CESS, TO THE EARLIER AGREEMENT BETWEEN ASSAD AND 
SADAT THAT GENEVA SHOULD BE RE-CONVENED BY MARCH 
1977. SHE SAID THAT ISRAEL HAD NOTED ASSAD'S STATE- 
MENT THAT IE THE PLO DOES NOT GO TO GENEVA, THE PEACE 
PROCESS CAN CONTINUE ANYWAY; THE RECENT STATEMENT BY 
EAHMY FAVORING SEPARATE ARAB DELEGATIONS AT GENEVA 
SHOWS THAT THE EGYPTIANS AND SYRIANS ARE STILL IN 
DISAGREEMENT ON THIS ISSUE. ACCORDING TO THE TEXT 
OE THE INTERVIEW SHE HAD SEEN, ASSAD SPOKE ABOUT THE 
POSSIBLE CONNECTION BETWEEN A PALESTINIAN STATE AND 
JORDAN; WHEN ASKED ABOUT A POSSIBLE CONNECTION OE 
SUCH A STATE WITH SYRIA HE SAID THAT HE HAD NOT DIS- 
CUSSED THIS NOR THOUGHT ABOUT IT. 'WE THINK THAT 
HE DOES THINK ABOUT IT," VERED SAID. SHE ALSO 
SAID THAT ISRAEL HAD NOTED A NEW ELEMENT IN HIS 
INTERVIEW WHICH WAS THAT THE SYRIANS WERE WILLING 
TO SIGN A "PEACE DOCUMENT' WITH ISRAEL. ALSO OE 
INTEREST TO ISRAEL WAS HIS REITERATION OF A STATE- 
MENT HE HAD NOT MADE EOR SOMETIME,NAMELY, THAT HE 
IS READY TO ACCEPT DEMILITARIZATION OE A NARROW 
STRIP IN THE GOLAN HEIGHTS WHICH WOULD BE POLICED 
BY U.N. EORCES. 


4. IN A SEPARATE CONVERSATION ON THE SAME DAY WITH 
SHLOMO AVINERI, DIRECTOR GENERAL OF THE MEA, HE 
DISCUSSED RECENT ARAB STATEMENT IN A MORE GENERAL 
CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 TEL AV 00449 210806Z 

WAY. HE TOLD US THAT HE SEES A PROCESS EVOLVING 
IN THE ARAB WORLD AND BELIEVES THAT ARAB THINKING 
IS MOVING IN A GENERALLY ACCEPTABLE DIRECTION. ISRAEL 
WILL DO NOTHING TO GIVE THE ARABS REASON TO SLOW 
DOWN, LET ALONE REVERSE, THIS PROCESS. ISRAEL IS 
GENERALLY ENCOURAGED BY THE GROWING TENDENCY EOR 
JORDAN TO BE ACCEPTED AGAIN AS A PARTICIPANT IN ANY 
NEGOTIATIONS. HE NOTED THAT WHEN EORMER HEBRON MAYOR 
JA'ABARI RETURNED EROM AMMAN, PRO-HKJ SLOGANS WERE 
HEARD EOR THE FIRST TIME IN THE WEST BANK SINCE 1967. 
AVINERI SAID THAT THE GOI WILL SPEAK OUT REGARDING 
THIS PROCESS EROM TIME TO TIME AND THAT RABIN'S SPEECH 
TO WIZO ON JANUARY 9 (WHEN HE SAID THAT 1977 WILL 
NOT BE A YEAR OE DIPLOMATIC MAGIC-SEE TEL AVIV 
205) WAS ONE SUCH EXAMPLE. HOWEVER, ISRAEL WILL 
NOT ATTEMPT TO REPLY OR RESPOND TO EVERY STATEMENT 
OR INTERVIEW BY ARAB LEADERS IN THE WEEKS AHEAD. 
DUNNIGAN 
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